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Abstract

This research compares the usages of conjunctions in Thai and Myanmar. This
study aims to help learners of Thai to use the conjunctions correctly in the
translation for Myanmar Students. For the usages of conjunctions in Thai, the
present research studied “LakPhaaSarThay” written by Kam Chay Htaw Law, the
prescribed text for Third Year Thai specialization students, and the websites
which are concerned with Thai learning. The data for Myanmar conjunction
usages were based on Myanmar Grammar Textbook; Volume (1) published by
Board of Myanmar Sar.This research uses the method of comparative analysis. In
this research, Conjunction such as because, when, and, since, not only ... but also,
although, if and while are compared.
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Introduction

This study is based on the comparative analysis of the conjunctions used in
Thai and Myanmar. The meanings of the conjunctions in two languages are the
same. Some of the conjunctions in Thai and Myanmar languages share the same
position in the sentence. However, there are still some conjunctions which have
different position in Thai and Myanmar sentences. For example, in the Thai
language, a conjunction is usually put at the beginning or in the middle of a
sentence, and sometimes at the end of a sentence. In Myanmar, a conjunction is
placed only in the middle of a sentence. Therefore, this study aims to promote the
translation skill of Myanmar students learning Thai.

Aim
For Myanmar students who are learning Thali, this research aims to point
out the use of conjunctions correctly, to know the differences of the conjunctions

between two languages (Thai and Myanmar), and to construct the sentences
properly using conjunctions.

Materials and Method

The facts for the usages of conjunction in the Thai language were based on
“Lak Phaa Sar Thay” written by Kam Chay Htaw Law, the prescribed text for
Third Year Thai specialization students, and the websites (www.dawrueng.com,
www.st.ac.th.com, www.nectec.or.th.com, www.xiiavesslne.blogspot.com, www.
sites.google.com, www.LESITRON.com and www.dekteen. com).The present
research studied Myanmar Grammar Textbook; Volume.l, Chapters 2 and 4
published by Board of Myanmar Sar for the usages of conjunctions in Myanmar.
Comparative analysis was used to carry out this research. Two Thai native
speakers who are volunteering at Thai Department, at MUFL were subjects for the
interviews.

Literature Review

According to the Thai Grammar book -LakPhaaSarThay written by
KamChayHtaw Law, conjunction is the word which joins the sentences.

! Daw, Tutor, Department of Thai, Mandalay University of Foreign Languages
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Example (1) fadunnudnidnansnuneauldunFaungn

[o] < < < "I < o < ']
(f:aoe:ooq»:gogaogg?:coooaea G(QPC:ODO:O)Q”’G(T{PC:QC\)O@O I
Some students did not come to school when it is raining.

(page-257/wannunIne)

According to the website www.dawrueng.com, conjunction is the word
which joins the sentences.

Example (2) ufianluinaaustlagasanan

QRGGQ_IOG:DSQ)EQ:&RGIS 8(5&)0:0?&)80 I
Although she is not beautiful, she is good-natured.
(www.dawrueng.com)

According to the website www.dekteen.com, conjunction is the word
which joins the sentences.

Example (3) ﬁ%qLwim'auﬁﬂmﬂiﬂ‘mwmm@
aago::)oéeqogmooé:mcao:fqa%ago:ooé||
My grandmother had gone to the hospital since this morning.
(www.dekteen.com)

According to the Myanmar Grammar Textbook - Volume (1), Chapters (2)
and (4) — second edition published by Board of MyanmarSar, conjunction is the
word which joins the sentences.

Example (1) %:d{lewosaaﬂmcﬁww:oﬁ.wém&emﬁ.méz@wéu
The farmer went to the farm when it started raining.

Example (2) Geoéeaaoéooéqo:cchgmé: Goqloézoocrgaoé [
Although he was ill, Mg Ag came to school.

Example (3) aﬁeqcﬁmmé:mcepdgcq,wén
She is here since this morning.

Daw Su Su Khin (2018) conducte d a comparative study of compound
verbs in Thai and Myanmar Languages.

Similarly, Daw Khin Hnin Lwin (2017) compared a comparative study of
redundancyin Thai and Myanmar Languages.

There are many research papers comparing the different aspects of Thai and
Myanmar Languages. In this research, the comparison between the conjunctions in
Thai and Myanmar Language is presented.

Discussion

In this research, the use of conjunctions in Thai and Myanmar is compared
and contrasted. Some sentence structure in Thai and Myanmar similarity has been
found.
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The same Structures of Conjunction in Thai and Myanmar

No. Conjunction in Thai Conjunction in Myanmar
Lo co0o6[m0¢
2| ukn )
3 oo S,
© | PR MO M

Example (1)  wviaumaazelusn
§:gpeo0oefo3oceq(d:a0p5 1
There’s a flood because it has been raining heavily.

Example (2) 1 ldlsenineuniuianimnis

a

< < Ce O R C [y < <
Qﬁwﬁﬁl"ﬂ"ﬁ%%"-ﬂﬂoﬂc@&w&“
He went to the cinema and watched a movie.

Example (3) 1aa069u6FiUALIAL

2005109383100 |
He was naughty since his childhood.

It can be observed that conjunctions in Thai sentences and Myanmar
sentences mentioned above have the same structure conjunction such astwsne

(ea006(o30¢) udA(g) i ui(onoopS:an) are put in the middle of two sentences.

It is studied that some Thai Conjunctions are different Myanmar
Conjunction in constructing sentences.

The Different Structures of Conjunction in Thai and Myanmar

No. Conjunction in Thai Conjunction in Myanmar
L1\l 6200303

2 iUt Bae —— upisy — 2006M0...c0p5:

3| ufl wpl— ca05c0pd:

S S og)¢

5. | qnuefiEng—m i aq[o3

Example (1) lanandunnnetinu tusn

G’BGOG’S(S&?.GGPCYSG&OGQO'I %:gb&)é ]

It started raining when Daddy got back home.
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It is found out that Thai sentence and Myanmar sentence comprise of
different positions of conjunctions. In Thai grammar, Lia conjunction is placed

before the sentence. In Myanmar grammar, easoass| conjunction is placed between
two sentences.

Example (2) laiieauslilnesnwingu usdslTnesnlnlE&ae

< < c oc¢C <
(Y)O:?Q&)OOG)SICDO:?QQ)&:D%O:%C:D@II
It can be reached not only by car but also by train.
In Thai sentence and Myanmar sentence mentioned above, it is observed
that conjunctions have different position in a sentence. In Thai grammar, laieraus!..

wsiela..Aae conjunction, If there is subject in the first sentence, laifieisusiis placed

just after the subject,usigisis put beforethe second sentence andéaais placed at the

end of the sentence. In Myanmar grammar, oaoeoo..coé: conjunction is
observed to be placed between two sentences.

o

Example (3) udiduBauliing uaduaznenanunilidniaauls

'] < C (3 ° < <
C OOOGO‘)OC:DOC\)EE |O:&? 363300@[:00:6108 ]

Although I am not clever, I have to finish it up.

The results showed that the place where conjunctions are used is not the
same in a Thai sentence and a Myanmar sentence. In the Thai sentence, the part of

the Thai Conjunctionudiusi... il is placed at the beginning of the first sentence and
the other part us is placed at the beginning of the second sentence whereas the

Myanmar Conjunction Goo%coé: is placed between the two Myanmar sentences.

Example (4) fandaonugy duitundioe

¢ ¢ < < < < <
D.RG(HO_&CC\MC O&]-?GC\)&:OG:ODOQ)@II
If you are happy, | am happy.

In the above example as well, the place where the conjunction is seen is not
the same in Thai and Myanmar sentences. In the case of Thai Conjunction &inis

placed at the beginning of the first sentence and the other part i is placed at the

beginning of the second sentence. If there is subject in the second sentence, fi is

placed just after the subject. In Myanmar case, however, C\mé is placed in the
middle position.

Example (5) 2mueitiasnaanuin desnaisadnadgas

c O

GGOéG(\):Q)éGGIqOJPSBIUSngcza? G#&)é I
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The younger brother is singing while he is having a bath.

In Thai sentence and Myanmar sentence mentioned above, it is observed
that conjunctions have different position in a sentence. In Thai grammar, WU
fi... fael conjunction, U0 is placed at the beginning of the sentence, the other
part 11 is placed at thebeginning of the second sentence. If there is subject in the

second sentence, i is placed just after the subject and #el is placed at the end of the

sentence. In Myanmar grammar, cqjorS conjunction is observed to be placed
between two sentences.

Findings

The following table compares the eight kinds of conjunctions used in Thai
and Myanmar.

No. Conjunction in Thai Conjunction in Myanmar
Lo wsne co0o6[m0¢

2. | e 6200303

3. | udn 9

4. | gaus oS

S | ladiNeraus Fag - wady —— 2000 (...005:

6. | wil up— 605000+

[ LY, - ¢

8. | youefiag— i o3

1. 31z, Thai Conjunction and esooe[o30¢ , Myanmar Conjunction

1.1we1 (Thai Conjunction)

Example (1)  savianimnaazelusn

ndam thtiam phrd fon tok
There’s a flood because it has been raining heavily.

(page-257/uannulng)

Example (2) siniFaunnlseFauanamszelunnuin

nak rian maa roor) rian saay phrd fon tok nak
The students are late because it is raining.
(www.sites.google.com)
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Example (3)  Sugaunwastiingzinwg

chan ch3op phleer nii phrd naa far
| like this song because it has good tunes.
(www.sites.google.com)

In this analysis, it is found out that the Thai Conjunction ‘tws1’ is placed
at the middle of the sentence.

1.2 eaooefado¢  (Myanmar Conjunction)

Example (1) eeoé(gooém@l:m:cmoglmoémcezgcaaoéwé I
Maungpu passed the exam because he had studied hard.
(page-75, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

Example (2) %:cwooocmocc::ca)oglmoé c»o']:aaogorgo%:ooéu

There has been an increase in rice production because the weather is
favorable.

(page-75, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

Example (3) aﬁooé%l:oooze@of;eogcmoglmoé 003618(78(‘73(\?:00 oi.cr%qlogaé

GCD:OO:ED:Gﬁ I
He is liked by many people in the quarter because he is honest.
(page-244, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

. . < . .
The Myanmar Conjunction ‘eoooc@og’ is used to connect simple

sentences. It can be placed between the two sentences. Therefore, the conjunction
‘ewoc@ocf: ’ 18 the one which combines two sentences.

2. Lﬁ"a, Thai Conjunction and gaooaasl , Myanmar Conjunction
2.1iile (Thai Conjunction)

Example (1) Wais1fgwdseszals uuaglfeanainisadauundo

mia raw daay yin sian rd khan miiay daay ?>ok jaak roon rian IXxw
When we heard the bell ring, the Chinese girl had already left the
school.

(www.nectec.or.th.com)
Example (2) 1Hau%iN6 o6 Niauau

mia naa li kaa tii sip &t thii khdw noon

He went to sleep when it was 11:00.

(page-257,mannunlne)
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Example (3) lawenduandating suan
mia ph3o klap maa thin baan fon tok
It started raining when Daddy got back home.
(www.sites.google.com)
It is found out that the Thai Conjunction ‘Lf;'rﬂ’is placed at the beginning of
the sentence.
2.2e000@s] (Myanmar Conjunction)
Example (1) egepogécoqlocc::gogea)oae']G%ég&)é@(ﬁﬁ§q5m:cowéll
When the school closes in summer, Mg Pu volunteers at the factory.
(page-76, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)
Example (2) aaceé‘?crscmcoocql:ogo:mae']aacoagscqaooéu

When my mother goes to the market in the early morning, my father
is still sleeping.

(Page-78, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)
Example (3) aospoécuocaooa:s']quézwo:qlo:eogméqs@ooéu
When the teacher comes into the class, all the students stand up.

(Page-244, Myanmar Grammar
Textbook)

The Myanmar Conjunction ‘eaooaesl’ is used to connect the simple
sentences. It is placed between the two sentences and so it is named as conjunction.

3.u&0, Thai Conjunction and ﬁ Myanmar Conjunction

3.1u49 (Thai Conjunction)

-8 o

Example (1) Lmﬂﬂ‘mmwwmuﬁf;@u N

khaw pay roorn phaa phd yon 1IXxw duu nar
He went to the cinema and watched a movie.

(www.st.ac.th.com)

Example (2) #lsnatlsemaudalinnvue

phii pay taar prathéet 1Xxw pay hdaa m3o
My brother went aboard and had a medical check-up.

(www.st.ac.th.com)

Example (3) weld$ueunslnaudanunqeimaniin

ph35 pay rdan ?aahaan l%xw kin kiiay tiaw ndam
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Father went to a Thai restaurant and ate Kway-Ti-Yo.
(www.st.ac.th.com)
It is found out that the Thai Conjunction ‘U&7’ is used between two
sentences.

3.2 ¢) (Myanmar Conjunction)
Example (1) %:Gmooo9$m$gﬁ®01:aaogd§o$:wéu
The weather is fine and there is an increase in rice production.
(Page-181, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)
Example (2) egé:co'] (73:%@@50'] ﬁwéacr3§q|o:ogcrso@le§o'] [§ [
It is spring and tender leaves are seen on the tree.
(Page-78, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)
Example (3) aaceooécql:os.ogo:ﬁ c']:ougooéu
Mother went to the market and bought some fish.
(Page-26, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

The Myanmar Conjunction ‘sj > 1s used to combine two simple sentences. It
is placed between the two sentences and so it is known as conjunction.

4. mzmm', Thai Conjunction and ooooé:oo, Myanmar Conjunction
4.1 sus (Thai Conjunction)

Example (1) AsauaivesanliesneilsyinAsusionant o 1

khr3op khrua kh3on khaw pay yuu taan prathéet tan txx khaw

Paayu jet pii

His family moved to a foreign country since he was seven.
(www.LESITRON.com)

v
o

Example (2) wxxnaglunganng LA ULNENTLEINN

phom maa ylu nay krunthéep tan tXx dian mee sia thii I{Xxw ma

He was in Bangkok since last April.
(www.SEA.site’sdictionary.com)

v
(%

Example (3)  127a25quasiuauaLl

khaw leew tan tXx ton jon jop
He was naughty since his childhood.

(www.SEA.site’sdictionary.com)
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The Thai Conjunction ‘#i4usi’ is also placed between the two sentences.

4.2 monpd:on (Myanmar Conjunction)

Example (1) aie‘?dgmmé:mcoqpé:ago:wéu
He has gone to school since the morning.
(Page-77, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)
Example (2) a3mgco00§:00003:10000(03):00:2095 1
He has been working hard since he was in Primary school.
(Page-19, Myanmar Grammar Textbook; Vol-1, Chapters-2)
Example (3) aﬁecﬁmmé:mcq,ecmoé:@é&?wé||
She has been ill since yesterday.

(Page-45, Myanmar Grammar Textbook; Vol-1,Chapters-2)

The Myanmar Conjunction“mmé:m”is used to combine two simple
sentences. It is placed between the two sentences and so it is known as conjunction.

5. laliiVeraust...usifa...fiael, Thai Conjunction and sooeon .. copS:, Myanmar
Conjunction

5.1 Weus. .. uASS... A28 (Thai Conjunction)

Example (1) liisusiazauznisilsznonmingis usisedauzlanugfon

may phian tXx ja chdnd kaan prakuat thaw nan tXx thoo yarn chana

jay khon duu doay

She conquered not only the competition but also the audience’s
hearts.

(www.LEXIiTRON.com)

Example (2) laiiflersusliTneisawminiu usigiel Tnesanlégae

may phiang tXx pay dooy rét thaw nén tXx yar pay dooy rétfay da
ay diay
It can be reached not only by car but also by train.

(www.gotoknow.org.com)
Example (3) wnliiguaiAnudoaanuyintiuuadaduumiasansresdaniatnuu

an Aasl

ndam may phian tXx mii khwaam stiay thAw ndn tXx yarn pen Ixx
1
Paahdan kh3or sin thii mii chiiwit bon 160k dday
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Water not only has a natural beauty but also is a food resource for
all the living things on the earth.

(www.gotoknow.org.com)

When the Thai Conjunction “laiiegus!. . uAS...Hae”, is used, “laifeausis
placed after the subject, “upitls” at the beginning of the second sentence and the last

part “fae” is placed at the end of the sentence.

5.2 2006m .copd: (Myanmar Conjunction)
Example (1) ceoéqooéoocm%oopja)oem czZaHoaT %8 Qéicoof):né I
Mg Pu is good both at studies and at sports.
(Page-76, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)
Example (2) 239005 20 q0595:0000m08 6g528 :00p51[aB|05 2005 1
He likes both mango and orange.
(Page-20, Myanmar Grammar Textbook;Vol-1,Chapters-4)
Example (3) aSoSmem:qo:@cﬁm:q@wé 2000M go:ooem:qp:cgéi
@(7500:G§@33é“
Both the goats and the cows eat grass.
(Page-42, Myanmar Grammar Textbook; Vol-1,Chapters-2)
The Myanmar Conjunction“oooem..coé:”is used to combine two simple

sentences. It is placed between the two sentences and so it is known as conjunction.

6. udl...usl, Thai Conjunction and cw%mé:,Myanmar Conjunction

6.1udl...1s (Thai Conjunction)

[

Example (1) udiduizauldine uaduazneranunnligudaanls

mXx chan rian may ken tXx chan ja phayaa yaam tham hay sam rét
jon daay
Although I am not clever, I have to finish it up.

(www.sites.google.com)

o Y

Example (2) wiiduddnaniluawnsusianasiinmilunidanau

mXx chdn rdu waa khaw pen khon keén txx khaw khuan prik sda
phiu yaay sia kdon
Although he is a clever man, he should consult the eldest first.

(www.sites.google.com)



Mandalay University of Foreign Languages Research Journal 2018, Vol. 9, No. 1 221

Example (3)  wallfiuaziuunnusifin lidau
mXx tén ja kin maak tXx tén k5o may ?dan
Although he eats a lot, he does not gain weight.
(www.nectec.or.th.com)

uwil...usl Thai Conjunction, ‘ufl’is placed at the beginning of the sentence

and ‘U’ is placed at the beginning of the second sentence.

6.2 ngwé: (@@eod] cqlaoorgoagg)
Example (1) aﬁaa@‘%c@:agozcoogmé:qooo:egc\"’fcrgo'] [
Although he ran fast, he missed the train.
(Page-182, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

Example (2) wc§_§:gocw5maezceoécﬁcmoé:ooéeoqloé:ofi.ago:wé||
Mg kan went to school although it was raining.
(Page-24, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

Example (3) aﬁwéaaaoé:c?cwaméz aaqézeq?ﬁpcou
Although he is good looking, he is not good-natured.
(Page-244, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

The Myanmar Conjunction“eoo%mé:”is used to combine two simple
sentences. It is placed between the two sentences and so it is known as conjunction.

7.t ...f, Thai Conjunction and og;¢, Myanmar Conjunction
7.181 .1 (Thai Conjunction)
Example (1) f1andaonugy duitundioe

thaa khaw mii khwaam suk chan k39 yin dii diay
If you are happy, | am happy.
(Page-257, nannunlne)

v

Example (2) felusnduniazanutin
thaa fon tok chan k39 ja ?5op ndam
If it rains, | will shower in the rain.
(sites.google.com)

v

b % o 1 v & 1 v b4
frunvinusun lkaanlddnauanudn

Example (3) a2
thda ndam thiiam chan k39 may ?5o0k pay khaan n3ok 1Xxw
I am not going out if there is the flood.

(sites.google.com)
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It is found out that ©i1 ...fiThai Conjunction, finis used at the beginning of
the sentences. However, if there is a subject in the second sentence, fi has to be
placed after the subject.
7.20/€ (Myanmar Conjunction)

Example (1) mce:@csaoéwéaam@.:mcﬁqeéu
If you pass the exam, you can join the class.
(Page-180, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)
Example (2) wowgzc\ggoﬁgwgosqlé:woeén
If the children are well-behaved, the parents will be pleased.
(Page-246, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)
Example (3) aﬁméo']:ogé:d‘%%:gméaa@é:éqc@éeé||
If you steal other’s belongings, you will be punished.
(Page-246, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

‘ag|¢ > Myanmar Conjunction can join simple sentences, and can be placed
Q| y y J p p
between two sentences. Therefore, ‘agi¢ ’ is used to join the sentences in order to
o ]
show the limitations.

8. anuzd... A ... &ae, Thai Conjunction and eqjeS , Myanmar Conjunction
8.1anud.. A .. #nei(Thai Conjunction)

Example (1) 2aeitiasnaanuin desnafsadnasgas

khan4 thii n3on chaaay ?>op ndam n3on chaaay koo rdon phlee
n diay
Younger brother is singing while he is having a bath.

(www.sites.google.com )

(2

Example (2) anugiidusnag] Wisaginasfas

khan4 thii phii khap rét ylu phii koo rdon phleen yuu diay
Older brother is singing while he is driving.

(www.sites.google.com )

aa v

Example (3) 2tusiuunnassuLlseniuavingifiu anfnnifae

a

khan4 thii phom kam lan rdp prathaan ?aahaan yen phom kdo
duu thii wii daay

| am watching TV while having dinner.

(www.sites.google.com )



Mandalay University of Foreign Languages Research Journal 2018, Vol. 9, No. 1 223

When the Thai Conjunction “Qousi... B ... fne”, is used, “qruei’is placed
before the subject, “ii”” at the beginning of the second sentence and if there is a
subject in the second sentence, fi has to be placed after the subject. The last part

“fner is placed at the end of the sentence.

8.20305 (Myanmar Conjunction)

Example (1) coooaﬁaéceo%oaéG«la%:cr‘%(ﬁgg.(ﬁglogg‘ocoo.gcqmia?@i;mo
@wéu
The village girl came back from the central lake carrying the pot
each.

(Page-181, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)
Example (2) éecm:wéogg@égémeézmzc§wéll
The younger sister is having a meal watching TV.
(Page-181, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

Example (3) ff’:oaéoo:qgzsfg:@églagwé:m$gogacqwé||
It is raining cat and dog.
(Page-247, Myanmar Grammar Textbook)

‘cqjorg’ Myanmar Conjunction can join simple sentences. It can be placed
in the middle of the two sentences. Therefore, ‘aqjorg’ connects the sentences in
order to show simultaneous actions.

Conclusion

Students who are studying Thai Language at the beginner level can benefit
from reading this paper. They can realize the use of conjunctions in both Thai and
Myanmar Languages while recognizing their position in sentences in both
languages. The present study can also help the learners to construct the correct
sentences and enhance their translation skills. Moreover, they can find it easily to
understand the usage of the conjunctions in learning Thai Language. Although the

present study showcased only 8 kinds of conjunctions, there are still some more
conjunctions to be researched on.
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